INVENTION OF THE OWENS BOTTLE MACHINE
cost to a vanishing point and cannot fail to revolutionize the industry, displace the can as a fruit package and by providing a cleaner and cheaper vessel will greatly increase the use and demand for glass bottles and packers/'
In this year, 1920, could Mr. Gessner realize how prophetic had been his statement, he would be even more surprised at the progress made.
At the time of Mr. Gessner's visit, the Owens Company guaranteed a production of nine pint and quart beer bottles per minute, or 12,960 bottles per machine per day. How small this output appears in comparison with the production of the most recent type of machine will be fully illustrated later in the story.
The progress from this time forward has been one of continued development and efficiency.
American manufacturers were the first to realize that the Owens invention predicated a revolution in glass bottle manufacturing, and visitors came from all branches of the industry to the Owens plant, so that they might inspect and examine the machine.
Manufacturing experiences made new and vital improvements in the machine necessary. Some changes, in fact, were so radical at times as to force the abandonment of many of the older types already in use. The scope of the machine's usefulness was greatly in-
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